
Biography

Twenty-five year old German clarinetist Nicolai Pfeffer’s musical activities have taken him 
across Europe and North America in performances as both a soloist and a chamber musician. 
In 2009, he earned his diploma from the Cologne University of Music as a student of Prof. 
Ralph Manno before continuing his studies with Prof. Howard Klug at the Indiana University 
Jacobs School of Music. Nicolai currently studies at the master’s level under the tutelage of 
Prof. Manno and works with clarinetist Sharon Kam. Since 2011, he serves together with vio-
linist Peter Stein as the Artistic Director of the Cologne Papageno School of Music.

He has worked with some of the most eminent clarinetists of our time including Sharon Kam, 
Sabine Meyer,  Karl Leister, Alfred Prinz and Alan Hacker and has received prestigious scholar-
ships and grants from the International Association of Wagner Societies,  the Yehudi Menuhin 
Foundation and the Hamburg Oskar and Vera Ritter Foundation.

Nicolai has received prizes and honors in numerous competitions,  including the national level 
of the “Jugend Musziert” competition for solo clarinet and clarinet chamber music. As an avid 
chamber musician, he now performs regularly with the Fanny-Mendelssohn-Trio (consisting of 
pianist Yoo Soon Lee and her sister,  violinist Sunok Lee from Vienna),  as well as the Bonn 
conductor and pianist Thomas Neuhoff. Additionaly, Nicolai often perfoms with soprano Co-
rinna Pregla and pianist Beatrix Klein, presenting interesting and dynamic concert programs.

As a soloist, he has appeared at several festivals throughout Europe and the U.S with Prof. 
Siegfried Heinrich, Mario Venzago,  Michael Osztryga Prof. Ekkehard Klemm and Prof. Ste-
phen Pratt. In addition to his many radio and television broadcasts,  Nicolai’s upcoming debut 
CD with pianist Beatrix Klein will include works by Schumann, Reger and Berg.

Moreover,  Nicolai works as a music editor for some of the world’s most renowned publishing 
houses and journals,  including “The Clarinet”, C. F. Peters and Breitkopf & Härtel, presenting 
highly acclaimed Urtext editions of clarinet works by Max Bruch and Gioacchino Rossini. As 
an educator, he teaches at the Papageno School of Music and the Cologne Rheinische Musik-
schule and serves as juror for the “Jugend Musiziert” competition in the clarinet solo and pia-
no chamber music divisions.

Born in 1985 in Fulda, Germany,  he began playing the clarinet at age fourteen. During these 
years he was taught by the American clarinetist Bruce Edwards. Nicolai Pfeffer plays clarinets 
by “Schwenk and Seggelke” of Bamberg and exclusively reeds and mouthpieces by Vandoren, 
France.


